
MENDON PONDS PARK GETS PUMPKINS
Donations by local organizations make event possible.

The Monroe County Parks Department today received a donation of
pumpkins and pumpkin seeds from the Greater Rochester Junior Chamber of
Commerce and the Lamberton Conservatory, respectively, for “Harvest Hikes.”
The event is scheduled for Friday, October 13 and Saturday, October 14, 2000
from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Mendon Ponds Park Nature Center.

“We are thankful for these donations as the increased cost of pumpkins
would have prohibited our use at this terrific Halloween event,” said Monroe
County Executive Jack Doyle.  “Now children can fully enjoy the sights of a
genuinely festive, fall family activity.”

The pumpkins will be used to illuminate the trails for guided nighttime
hikes through the woods.  The seeds will be given to children for planting their
own pumpkins next year.  There is also a sing-along campfire, games, crafts and
treats.  In addition, the Lamberton Conservatory will offer a class this spring
titled, “How to Grow Pumpkins in your Backyard.”

Harvest Hikes are open to the public.  Admission is $4.00, children under
three years of age are free.  Tickets must be purchased in advance.  The Nature
Center is located inside Mendon Ponds Park on Pond Road, accessible from the
third most southern entrance off of Clover Street in Pittsford.

For more information, or tickets, call 256-4956.
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